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Reconsideration and allowance for tlic above-ideniiiied applicaiion are respeclfully 
rcquosicd, Clnim55 1-32 arc pending, wherein indcpoudenl claims 1, 8, 12, 18, 22, and 27 have 
bceJi amended, depciulciit claims 4, 6, 7, 13» 16, 17, 23. 25, and 31 have been amended, cinims 5, 
20, 1 1 have been cancelled, and clain^s 33-39 have been withdrawn. 

The present invention is directed to a modular cabinet that is liahlweight. sturdy, and easy 
10 a.^^emble. The atlvaninges of the present invention arc accomplished in part by tlie 
conllijuialion of a plnialily of posts that arc connected to n top member and a bottom membci- to 
form a fmnic. The pocstu have grooves and a channel that allow a user to easily ai5<iemble the 
cnbiuet and allow drawers, doons, and/or shelves to be interchangeably attached to the frame, 
Tlie configumlioh of the posts and the side panels maximizes the interior space of the cabinet and 
miiiimi/.cs ihe si/c of the cabinet when the cabinet is broken down and compacted for shipping 
or storage purposes. 

Claims t-5, 7, 12--23, 25^27, and 29-32 have been rejected under 35 U.S,C. 102(b) as 
bein;} atUicipatcd by US Patent 5,647,650 to Daughcrty. Daughcrty teaches a modular cabinet 
syhlcm that includes a plurality of interior posts. The interior posts include 4 ''rndially extending 
L-qunlly spaced apart ll?in[,',cs" that form longitudinal slots, col. 7, lines 38-39. Figure 3 of tlio 
Dauy.hei iy reference illiistralc.R the Daugheity post and is reproduced below. 
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As can be seen in P'igiirc 3, the flanges 14 extend away from the center of tlic post and arc 

po^;ilionod around the post with c.qual spacing to form slots 26. The configuration and size of the 

slots in Diuighcriy tend to require a large post, increased wciglit, waste material, and cause 

waited sptjce within the interior of the cabinet. 

hidcpcndonl chiims 1, 12» 18, 22, aiid 27 have been amended to further dcnnc Ihe 

strucliire of the post of the present invention. In particular, claims 1, 12, 18, 22, and 27 a£» 

amcnclcd require (i) a finst loni^iliKlinal panel groove, (ii) a second longitudinal panel groove, (iii) 

a longitudinal channel conngurcd to receive a shelf bracket or a drawer bracket, and (iv) flat 

panels thfU can be received in the panel grooves, 

I ho po$t shown in Figure 5li of the present application illustrates an exemplary strucUjro 

« 

accor<ling to Ihc present invention. Figure 5B is reproduced below. 
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Figure 5B 

Figure 5B shows p;\nt*l ijroovcs 64a and 64b and flat panels 28b and 28c received in ihc 
lospciclivt* pflnci yroovos. A longitudhinl channel is disposed between the panel grooves, 

Tiic urnmgcmcnt of panel grooves imd channels as claimed in claims 1, 12, 18, 22, and 27 
is not taujjht or tsugKesled in Diuigherty. In particular, the panels connecting to the post in 
l^auylicrly arc not flirt. Tlic panels in Danghcity have edges with intricate shapes that slido into 
Lhc grooves defincxl by flanges 14. These intricate shapes are difficult to make and/or limit the 
typo ofmalcrial tlial ihc panel can be made from (e.g. blow molded plastic). In the claims as 
amended the pnneLs are flat and Ihe panel grooves are configured to receive the flat panels. 

One of skill in the art would not be motivated to modify the panels in Daughcily. Flat 
pjuicls would noi funolion with posts tnught liy Daugherly since the grooves are ho wide. In 
addition, the Daiighcrty post l)as the grooves for the two exterior panels at 180 degrees from eacli 
other. F'lat panels would not work with the post described in Danghcrty because the panels 
would form a line ralhor than an enclosure. Furthemiorc, there is no leaching or motivation in 
ihe art to uKulify the panels of Daugherly to be flat or to modify the posts in Daugherly to 
receive a Hat panel. Por i\t Iccist these reasons, applicant believes claims 1» 12, 18, 22, and 27 are 
allowable over Daugherly. 
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Clnims U 12, IK 22. and 27 as anionded are also patentable over US patent 5,921,647 to 
Sclinciilcr :«lonc or in combincuion with Daugherly. Schneider teaches a modular cabinet lhat 
itnc^ solid jiosts with ferooves formed in them for receiving panels. Schneider however does not 
leach a longitudhial chniuicl configured to receive a shelf bracket or a drawer bracket, Schneider 
shows a plurality of holes where pins 93 can be inserted to support a shelf (coK 8, lines 26- 2f5). 
t'lnin}5; I, 12, 18, 22, and 27, as amended, each require a longitudinal channel configured to 
receive a shelf bracket or a drawer. There is no teaching, suggestion, or motivation to modify the 
posift in Schneider to Iiavc a longitudinal channel since Schneider already provides holes and 
l)ins. Consequently, Applicant believer claims 1, 12, 18. 22, and 27 arc patentable over 
Schneider alone or in combinalion with Daugherly. 

In addition to the amendments mentioned above. Independent claim 12 has also been 
amended to require thai the pane) grooves fomi a slit and that the panel received in the slit has a 
tldckncss lltnl is about the same ihlcknoss as the slit or larger such that the slit engages both sides 
or \\\c panel. Siif>porl for this amcndnicnL can be found in the application at paragraph [066]. 
Daiiiihgtty docs not teach or suggest using slits to slidably receive a panel that has a thickness of 
abnnt the ts:Hnc or larger us the slit such lhat the slit engages both sides of tlic panel. For this 
ad<lilioiial reason^ claim 12 is pfacniabic over Daughcrty. 

hulcpcndcnt claims 18 and 27 have been amended to require the longitudinal channel 
between tlic panel grooves. Support for this amendment is shown in I'igurc 5B, Daughcity docs 
not (CHCh a longitudinal channel that is between the panel grooves. Ralher, Daugherty teaches 
that (he llangcs 14 of Daugherly arc disposed on the periphery of a cylindrical tube, which 
resnll*; in all the sloU being Ibnncd around a periphery. None of the slots in Duughcrty is 
between any of the oilicrs. 
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'['he conriguralioii ofUic panel grooves and chimnel claimed in amended claims 18 and 27 
is aiivanlagcous because il minimizes the volume oTthc post without compromising slrcngdi, (n 
adililion, placing ihc dianncl between the panel grooves can bcUer position the channel lor 
n)oiinling drawers and shelves. If Ihc clianne] is between the panel grooves, the channel is 
rccct^,«^cd inlo ihc post as compared to the slot for suppoiling drawers and shelves in Oaugherly. 
The recessed channel allows maximum use of space within the cabinet. For these addhional 
reasons, claims 1 8 and 27 are patcnlable over Daughcrty. 

Indepondcnl claim 8 was rojccled imder 35 U,S.C. § 103 over Daiigherty (5,647,650) in 
view of US Paient 5,368,380 to Mollmillcr. MoilmiUcr wiis cited for its teaching of receptacles 
in a lop member and a botiom memlicr to receive pivot pins of a door. Office Action ^ 14. To 
fiinhcr ilislingiiish the present invention over Daugherty and Mottmillcr^ independent claim 8 has 
hcci) omj;nded to claim at least one post wilh a door flange formed longitudinally therein. 
Support for a door flange and a door panel received by the door flange can be found in the 
applicalion at paragraph [077] and Figure 6A. Amended claim 8 also requires a door panel Ihat 
is n^^civcd by Ihc door flange. Neither Daugherty nor Moltmillcr teaches a longitudinal flange 
on a [icst or a door panel that is received by the door flange. Consequently, since neither of theye 
references teaches t]>c stiucluro claimed in clami S, the combination of these references also docs 
not leach the clainic<I slruclurc. Applicant believes thai claim 8 tis amended is now allowable 
over the references ciictl in the Office Action* 

The rcn\aiudur of the claims rejected in the office action arc dependent claims that 
dcp^-^nd from indcpcndc^ni claim 1, 8, 12, 18, 22, or 27. 'I hcsc claims arc at least allowable over 
the jirior art of record for the same reasons that independent clahns 1, 8, 12, IS, 22, an<l 27 arc 
allowable. 
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Claims 7, 17, 25, niid 31 were rejected under 35 U.S.C § 112 for indcfinitcness for 
clniining a iiicUiod and a kit. These same claims were also rejected xmder 35 U.S.C. §101 for 
claiTwiag a method in a proditcl claim. Claims 7, 1 7, 25 and 3 1 have been amended lo claim a kil 
tmd have been anK^ndCil so as to no longer include niclhod steps. The Applicant believes lhat the 
cUiin)s as amended arc not mdelinito and are proper statutory subject matter. 

Ill the evciil Ihut the Ex^imincr finds remaining impediment to a prompt allowance olHhis 
application that may be clfirificd tlirough a telephone mtcrvicw. the Examiner is requested lo 
contact the undersigned attorney, 

Dnlod this day of , April. 

Respectfully submitted. 



ANDREW S. HANSEN 
Registration No. 56,370 
Attorneys for Applicant 
Customer No. 022013 



ASIfniln 
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